
Harcourt StoryTown                              Grade 3  Theme 3                            “As We Grow” 

25 days of instruction, including one hour for Benchmark Test 3  --  Testing window:  Dec. 1 - 5 
Components Lesson 11 Lesson 12 Lesson 13 Lesson 14 Lesson 15 

Paired 
Selections/Genre 

“Loved Best”/ 
Realistic Fiction 
 
“The Shepherd Boy 
and the Wolf”/Fable 

”A Pen Pal for 
Max”/Realistic 
Fiction 
 
“Postcards from 
Around the 
Globe”/Postcards 

“A Tree is Growing”/ 
Expository 
Nonfiction 
 
“Ancient Trees 
Survive in 
California’s 
Mountains”/News 
Feature 

“One Small Place in 
a Tree ”/Expository 
Nonfiction 
 
“Be a Birdwatcher”/ 
Expository Nonfiction
 

Readers’ Theater: 
“Ask the 
Experts”/Advice 
Column 
  
“Iris and Walter:  
True Friends”/ 
Realistic Fiction 

Focus Strategy Use Story Structure Use Story Structure Ask Questions Ask Questions Review: 
Use Story Structure 
Ask Questions 

Focus Skill Plot Plot Author’s Purpose Author’s Purpose Review: 
Plot 
Author’s Purpose 

Robust Vocabulary swooned, 
astonished, 
encouraging, brief, 
chuckling, soothing, 
sobbed, praised, 
envious, rivalry 

deciphered, 
mistaken, translate, 
repairs, heaving, 
bothersome, din, 
dodging, 
catastrophe, 
fortunate 

tugged, paused, 
columns, absorb, 
protects, rustling, 
dissolve, particles, 
scavenger, self-
sufficient 

sprout, damp, 
suppose, roost, 
spears, strikes, 
glimpse, maze, 
transformation, 
harmony 

Review Lessons 11 
- 14 Vocabulary 
Introduce: 
luscious, shudder, 
issue, advice, 
consult, 
recommend, 
sensible, devise, 
expertise, 
correspondence 

Fluency Expression Expression Intonation Intonation Review: 
Expression 
Intonation 

Phonics/Spelling 
 

Word Study 

C-le Syllable Consonant  
Digraphs /n/ kn, gn; 
/r/ wr; /f/ gh  

Consonants /s/ c; /j/ 
g, dge 

V/CV and VC/V 
Syllable Patterns 

Review: 
C-le Syllable 
Consonant Digraphs 
Consonants /s/ c; /j/ 
g, dge 
V/CV and VC/V 



Syllable Patterns 
Leveled Text 

Choices for Guided 
Reading 

Felix’s Turn 
The Battle for Aunt 
Jane 
Choosing Sides 
Baby Brother 

Andrew’s Boring Life
An Ocean Away 
Trading Places 
The Country of Chile

Daffodil Spring 
Wind in the Pines 
The Power of Corn 
Our Backyard 

One Hickory Tree in 
a Forest 
The Life Story of a 
Barn 
Livingston Hill 
The Parts of a Tree 

Ask Pet Friends! 
Special Issue:  
Brothers and Sisters 
Sport Kid Answers 
Back 
Answer This! 

 

 

 

Harcourt Strategic Intervention Resource Kit              “Climbing Higher”          Lessons 11 - 15 

Refer to Strategic Intervention Framework in “Elementary Curriculum” Folder 
Components Lesson 11 Lesson 12 Lesson 13 Lesson 14 Lesson 15 

Phonics & Spelling C-le Syllable Digraphs /n/ kn, gn; 
/r/ wr; /f/ gh 

Consonants /s/ c; /j/ 
g, dge 

V/CV and VC/V 
Syllable Patterns 

C-le Syllables 
Consonant Digraphs 
V/CV and VC/V 
Syllable Patterns 
Cumulative Review 

Robust Vocabulary Guided practice with 
words from basal 

Guided practice with 
words from basal 

Guided practice with 
words from basal 

Guided practice with 
words from basal 

Guided practice with 
words from basal 

Reading “Proud of You”, 
Below Level, ELL, 
Science or Social 
Studies Leveled 
Reader 

“Her Pal Max”, 
 Below Level, ELL, 
Science or Social 
Studies Leveled 
Reader 

“Plants”, Below 
Level, ELL, Science 
or Social Studies 
Leveled Reader 

“What is Inside?”, 
Below Level, ELL, 
Science or Social 
Studies Leveled 
Reader 

“Did You Know?”, 
Below Level, ELL, 
Science or Social 
Studies Leveled 
Reader 

Comprehension 
Focus Skill 

Plot Plot Author’s Purpose Author’s Purpose Review: 
Plot 
Author’s Purpose 

Fluency Guided Practice Guided Practice Guided Practice Guided Practice Guided Practice 
 

 

 


